The Ecosystem

New England is home to some of
the most nutrient rich fishing
grounds in the world including
Georges Bank, the Gulf of Maine
and Cape Cod Bay. Fed by the
Gulfstream and Labrador
currents these grounds generate
10x the open ocean rate of
phytoplankton and support an
abundance of sea life. Georges
Bank is arguably the most
productive piece of ocean bottom

in the entire world.

Fishery Management
Toolbox
Northeast species are
managed using a variety of
tools including:

Long Term Closures - year
round closure of the most
ecologically sensitive habitat

Rolling Closures — seasonal
protection of spawning fish

Gear Modifications — protect
juveniles and minimize by-catch

IFQs — Vessel Catch Limits
TACs — Annual Specie Quotas
License Moratoriums

Vessel Limits — restricted size
and power

The Rebound!

There is good news in New
England waters. Since 1993
the fishing industry and
Federal regulators have acted
to protect New England’s
complex of 27 commercially
harvested species. Today's
fishermen work within tight
regulations designed to
eliminate overfishing and
promote the stock’s biomass
growth. Did you know that
over the last 17 years the
fishery biomass in New
England has grown by more
than 500%"?
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